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RC Primary 
School



This portfolio presents the collective journey of Welsh language development across St John Lloyd. 

Our whole-school approach ensures that Welsh is embedded naturally across all subjects and year 

groups, supporting pupils to develop confidence, oracy, reading, and writing skills in a positive and 

inclusive environment.

Within this portfolio, you will find examples of how the school has trained its staff to develop  pupils' 

Welsh skills across the school in a range of meaningful contexts. These include opportunities to listen, 

speak, read, and write Welsh through daily activities, cross-curricular learning, and creative 

experiences. 

The work showcases clear progression from the early years through to upper primary, highlighting 

how skills are built systematically and reinforced over time.

This portfolio reflects our shared commitment to promoting the Welsh language, celebrating bilingualism, 

and fostering a strong sense of Welsh identity across our whole school community.



Training & 

Professional 

Learning 



Training & Professional Learning 

• Whole-school INSET session to introduce the continuum and model how the 

sentence patterns and resources can be used in the classroom.

• Staff provided with practical strategies and increased confidence in teaching 

Welsh through a structured and progressive approach. – menter caerdydd 

training.  

• TA training delivered as part of their Professional Learning offer. 

Resources  provided to support teaching assistants in speaking confidently 

with children, including guidance on using correct ‘yes’ and ‘no’ responses 

and asking relevant questions.

• Helpwr Heddiw initiative working in collaboration with the local consortium. 

As part of this work, we created instructional videos demonstrating simple, 

engaging Welsh language games that teachers can use with pupils. These 

videos were designed to support consistent spoken Welsh across the school 

and to promote confident, everyday use of the language by both staff and 

pupils.

• Training & professional learning has raised the profile of Welsh across the 

school and supporting staff in developing high-quality Welsh provision 

aligned with national expectations. 



• Leading &  embedding the Welsh continuum 

across the school.

• worked closely with the Assistant Headteacher to 

analyse the new Welsh continuum, focusing on 

sentence patterns and progression. 

• identified and agreed which sentence patterns 

were most appropriate for each year group to 

ensure clear progression and consistency across 

the school.



Supporting staff by ;

• Delivering sentence patterns effectively creating a series of PowerPoint resources. 

• These include interactive games and activities designed to engage pupils and support 

teachers in introducing and reinforcing key Welsh sentence structures in an accessible and 

enjoyable way.



Resources shared with TAs



Helpwr Heddiw



• Helpwr Heddiw is delivered daily at St John Lloyd and is closely linked to the agreed continuum 

sentence patterns. Each session lasts approximately 15 minutes and provides pupils with regular, 

structured opportunities to develop their Welsh oracy skills..

• Sessions are carefully planned to ensure progression and consistency across year groups. A range 

of interactive games and activities are used to engage pupils and reinforce the target sentence 

patterns, helping to make learning Welsh both fun and purposeful (e.g. Splat, Bingo and Sentence 

Stamina). Through repetition, frequent speaking opportunities and active participation, pupils build 

confidence in using Welsh naturally and correctly.

• Pupils are regularly exposed to key sentence patterns and new vocabulary. They are also given 

opportunities to complete short-burst writing activities using whiteboards, allowing them to rehearse 

and share their written responses with peers and staff.

• This consistent daily approach supports pupils in developing their oracy skills, strengthens recall of 

key language patterns, and promotes positive attitudes towards using Welsh across the school day.

Helpwr Heddiw





Criw Cymraeg



Criw Cymraeg

The Criw Cymraeg have played a key role in supporting the delivery of Welsh 

across the school. In addition ;

• Supported Bronze and Silver Language Charter Awards. We are currently 

working towards the Gold Award

• Whole-school approach, with staff fully supporting and reinforcing Welsh 

targets in classrooms and across the wider school environment.

• Promote Welsh by awarding Tocyn Iaith when they hear Welsh being used 

inside and outside of lessons, recording and sharing the phrase of the week, 

and leading Welsh assemblies to highlight important dates such as St 

Dwynwen’s Day and St David’s Day.



• Created and delivering posters to local shops about the importance of learning Welsh

• Parents have also been invited into school, where pupils confidently taught them 

Welsh playground games to support language development at home. 

• Cluster working, the Criw Cymraeg attended took part in games and a quiz

• Local Welsh medium school to work collaboratively on developing playground games. 

• Urdd - Playground Leaders through the ‘Chawarae yn y Gymraeg’ programme. 

Working with local community,  parents and other schools











Welsh inside & outside the 

classroom



• Welsh is regularly heard across the school through the delivery of dedicated Welsh language lessons. 

• During these lessons, pupils are exposed to a range of Welsh classroom commands and instructions and are 

expected to respond confidently in Welsh. 

• This consistent use of Welsh supports pupils in developing their listening and speaking skills and helps reinforce 

everyday language patterns.

• All teachers use Welsh as part of their daily practice, including when teaching PE lessons. 

• Simple commands, instructions and praise are delivered in Welsh, providing pupils with further opportunities to 

hear and use the language in a practical and meaningful context. 

• This approach helps normalise Welsh across different areas of learning and promotes its use beyond the 

classroom, supporting pupils in building confidence and fluency

Welsh Skills Lesson 



Criw Cymraeg plays a key role in;

• promoting and encouraging the use of Welsh across the school. 

• take responsibility for listening out for Welsh being used both inside and outside the classroom. When they hear pupils 

using Welsh independently, they award a Tocyn Iaith to recognise and celebrate positive language use.

Pupils who consistently use Welsh;

• are  rewarded through certificates and Tocyn Iaith recognition during end-of-term assemblies, helping to raise the profile 

of the Welsh language and celebrate success publicly. 

• This approach motivates pupils to use Welsh naturally and confidently throughout the school day.

Pupils are  actively encouraged to use Welsh daily when ordering breakfast and lunch, reinforcing the use of Welsh in 

real-life, purposeful contexts. 

Pupils are regularly praised by staff for making the effort to communicate in Welsh, helping to build confidence and positive 

attitudes towards language use.

The use of certificates, verbal praise and rewards supports a positive culture where Welsh is valued and celebrated. This 

consistent encouragement helps embed Welsh as a natural part of everyday school life and strengthens pupils’ confidence in 

using the language both socially and academically.

Welsh outside the classroom





• The Criw Cymraeg also takes responsibility for delivering the 

Ymadrodd yr Wythnos (Phrase of the Week). This helps pupils learn 

and practise a new Welsh phrase each week. The phrase is 

introduced clearly and modelled for pupils, with members of the 

Criw Cymraeg encouraging its use during lessons, playtimes and 

around the school. 

• This approach supports pupils in developing confidence when 

using everyday Welsh and helps reinforce consistent language use 

across the school.  This is also shared with the wider community 

on X.

Ymadrodd Cymraeg yr Wythnos – Welsh 

Phrase of the week



Welsh Heritage & Culture



Welsh Heritage & Culture 

• Our Cynefin planning places a strong emphasis on Welsh history, identity, and a sense of belonging, 

helping pupils understand their place within Wales and the wider world. Through exploring local and 

national history, pupils develop an appreciation of how the past has shaped modern Wales and their 

own community.

• As part of this learning, pupils explore key Welsh institutions such as the Senedd, developing an 

understanding of its role in Welsh democracy and how decisions are made for Wales. This learning 

supports pupils in recognising the importance of voice, representation, and participation, linking 

historical developments to life in Wales today.

Cynefin Planning















Welsh Culture

• As a school, we place a strong emphasis on celebrating Welsh culture, language and identity. 
• We celebrate a range of Welsh days throughout the year, including Dydd Miwsig Cymru, where 

pupils enjoyed and explored Welsh music, and Seren a Sbarc Day, promoting enthusiasm and 
pride in the Welsh language. We also take part in Shwmae Day to encourage people to say 
“Shwmae” and speak Welsh.  

• The school Eisteddfod provides pupils with valuable opportunities to take part in traditional 
Welsh competitions, celebrating creativity, performance and cultural expression. 

• Pupils participated in rugby activities as part of the Urdd, further strengthening their 
understanding of Welsh sporting traditions, teamwork and healthy lifestyles. These 
experiences support pupils’ sense of Cynefin and help develop pride in being part of Wales.



















Evaluations of pupils Welsh 

Skills; 

* Oracy    *Reading  *Writing 



Evaluation of Oracy skills 

• Welsh oracy is a strong and developing feature of provision across the school and is central to supporting 

pupils’ language development, confidence and wellbeing. Pupils are provided with frequent, meaningful 

opportunities to listen and speak Welsh across the curriculum and in everyday school life, enabling them to 

use the language for real and purposeful communication.

• A key strength of provision is the daily Helpwr Heddiw session, which plays a vital role in developing pupils’ 

spoken Welsh. These short, focused sessions provide regular practice of core sentence patterns, 

vocabulary and question-and-answer structures. Pupils are encouraged to respond confidently using full 

sentences, including appropriate ie and na responses, and to ask and answer relevant questions. The daily 

repetition and consistency of Helpwr Heddiw sessions help pupils to retain language, improve accuracy and 

build confidence when speaking Welsh independently.

• Oracy opportunities are carefully planned and include partner talk, group discussion, role-play and 

structured language games. These activities allow pupils to practise spoken Welsh in supportive contexts 

and develop their ability to explain ideas, express opinions and respond thoughtfully to others. The skills 

practised during daily Helpwr Heddiw sessions transfer well to these wider learning opportunities.

• Overall, pupils show positive attitudes towards speaking Welsh and demonstrate increasing confidence and 

competence in oracy. The daily Helpwr Heddiw sessions, combined with effective modelling, structured 

practice and strong staff support, ensure that pupils make secure and sustained progress in developing 

their spoken Welsh skills



Reading/Darllen

• In addition to the short-burst reading activities that take 

place during Helpwr Heddiw sessions, staff work 

collaboratively during professional learning time to map a 

clear progression for Welsh reading across the school. As 

part of this process, GGR Welsh reading books have been 

carefully linked to relevant learning contexts to ensure 

reading is purposeful, engaging, and matched 

appropriately to pupils’ needs.

• These texts are then planned into guided group reading 

sessions, allowing staff to focus on developing pupils’ 

reading skills, understanding and confidence in Welsh. 

The guided reading focus is delivered termly, ensuring 

consistency and progression across year groups, while 

providing opportunities for pupils to read, discuss and 

respond to texts in a supported setting.

• This collaborative and structured approach ensures a 

coherent reading progression and strengthens pupils’ 

Welsh reading skills over time.





Evaluation of Writing/Ysgriffenu

• Writing is progressive throughout the school, with clear development in pupils’ skills 

from the early years through to the upper key stages. Pupils experience a wide 

range of genres, including lists, simple dialogue and posters. These writing 

opportunities are closely linked to class topics, Helpu’r Heddiw, and Guided Group 

Reading (GGR), providing meaningful contexts for writing.

• Writing opportunities are purposeful and engaging, enabling pupils to build upon 

their vocabulary and sentence structure as they progress through the school.



Early Years





Blwyddyn 1 -2











Blwyddyn 3-4







Blwyddyn 5-6


















	Slide 1: Developing Welsh Skills at St John Lloyd RC Primary School 
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Criw Cymraeg
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63

