Unit 5: Number – Number and place value
Year 3, Unit 5, Week 1, Lesson 2


Ordering numbers to 1000
National Curriculum attainment target

• Compare and order numbers up to 1000



Lesson objective

• Compare and order numbers up to 1000

Previous related lesson

Unit 1, Week 1, Lesson 4

Prerequisites for learning

Pupils need to:

• understand the place value of three-digit numbers

Vocabulary
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place value, digit, hundreds, tens


Future related lessons

Unit 5, Week 1, Lesson 3; Unit 9, Week 1, Lesson 1, 
Unit 9, Week 1, Lesson 2

Success criteria

Pupils can:

• ﬁrst compare the hundreds digits in the numbers
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• compare the tens digits when the hundreds digits are 
the same

• use the value of the digits to order the numbers.


Getting Started

• Choose an activity from Number – Number and place value.

• Choose an activity from Fluency in Number Facts: Y3/Y4 – Number and place value.



Teach

Resources
mini whiteboard, pen and eraser (per child)






• Display: 503, 235, 755 and 353 on 4 separate cards using the Number Cards tool.

• Read the numbers together as a class. Point to the digits as children say the numbers.

• Ask: How can we know which is the largest number?
• Establish that, with these numbers, the hundreds digit is the most signiﬁcant digit. The hundreds digit is the one children need to look at ﬁrst when ordering the numbers.

• Say: Write the numbers on your whiteboard and underline the hundreds digit in each number.
• Drag the numbers in order as a class.

• Say: Now order these numbers with your partner.

• Ask a pair to share their order.

• Write 582, 528, 518 and 508 on the whiteboard or use the Number Cards tool.

• Say: These numbers have the same hundreds digit. Discuss with your partner how we can order them.
• Establish that for these numbers, children need to focus on the next signiﬁcant digit: the tens

(middle) digit.

• Say: Write the numbers on your whiteboard and underline the tens digit in each number.
• Drag the numbers in order as a class.

• Ask a child to write a three-digit number on their mini whiteboard and show it to the class.

• Say: We need to make a three-digit number that is larger than this number.
• Display: Use the Number Cards tool to generate a pile of one-digit number cards with all values hidden from the class. Reveal the values of three random cards.

• Show three digit cards from the pile to the class.

• Ask: With your partner, can you use these digits to make a number that is larger? Write it on your mini whiteboard.
• Ask some pairs to share their numbers with the class and to stand, in a line, in the correct order at the front of the class.

• Repeat, starting with a new target number.

Individualised Learning

Refer to Activity 1 or 2 from the

Learning activities on page 208.






Plenary

• Display: Use the Number Cards tool ahead of the lesson to deal 6 cards and alter their values to

389, 721, 243, 107, 588 and 792. Hide all values.

• Show the ﬁrst number to the class. Read it together as a whole class.

• Ask: Do you think the next number will be higher or lower? If you think it will be higher, put your hands on your head. If you think it will be lower, put your hands behind your back.
• Show the next number. Agree if it is higher or lower.

• Say: Explain to your partner how you know it is higher/lower.
• Repeat with the other numbers.

• Say: Tell your partner why you are choosing higher/lower.
• Ask some pairs to share their reasons.





Overcoming Barriers

• Children will ﬁnd ordering the numbers difﬁcult if they are not really secure with the place value of each digit. Focus on the numbers from 100 to 200 so they are able to see how the pattern of numbers from 1 to 100 repeats itself.
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Pupil Book 3B – Page 5: Ordering numbers to 1000





Homework Guide 3


Year 3, Unit 5, Week 1, Lesson 2: Make the larger number


Resources: paper clip and pencil - for the spinner (per child), paper (per child)
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