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What are low-risk activities? v

Do we need to have written risk assessments for all activities? ~

No. The aim of the assessment process is to identify the real risks, assess them and record the
significant findings. There is no need to assess every aspect of every school trip. Assessments for trivial
and fanciful risks are not required. Proportionate systems should be in place, so that trips that present
lower risk are quick and easy to organise. Higher-risk activities should be properly planned and
assessed.

Will teachers be held liable? A

The main duties are on the employer, not teachers or head teachers.

Teachers will only become personally liable if they ignore clear, direct, instructions about serious risks
and depart from all common sense. Teachers who try to act responsibly will be on the right side of the
law.

What is an adventure activity? ~

The term adventure activity is broadly defined in the Adventure Activities Licensing Regulations 2004, as
caving, climbing, trekking or water sports. Providers offering and charging for these types of activities to
those under 18 must be licensed. Adventure activities abroad do not have to be licensed.

What are the pupil to staff ratios on school trips?

Pupil to staff ratios for school trips are not prescribed in law. Those planning trips, on the basis of risk
assessment, should decide the ratios, taking into account the activity to be undertaken and the age and
maturity of the pupils.

What are the supervision requirements for school trips? ~

Levels of supervision should be determined by school risk assessment for the trip. There should be clear
boundaries and clear lines of communication. Remote supervision is considered by DfE to be part of the
development programme; it should be phased in gradually because it is important for children to learn to
be independent.

Reception / Year 0 1: 6
Years 1-3 1: 8

*SJL ideal ratio
Years 4-6 1: 8-15




